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was in the town no vestige of excitement and no
trace of sympathy for the Turks. It cannot be said
that the people were overawed by the strength of the
local garrison : for the latter had melted away to one
weak battalion. Since this attenuated force could
watch only a few points in the sector, there was
ample opportunity for Egyptians, well disposed to
the enemy, to commit acts of sabotage. None occurred.
It would be difficult to suggest a more striking testi-
mony of his incapacity to make modern war than the
fact that the Turk never troubled to enlist the help
of Egyptians in the Canal Zone. The neglect is
inexplicable. A few incendiary fires at Port Said
would have forced the Defence Command to reinforce
the local garrison at the expense of more exposed
sectors on the Canal, precisely at the moment when
the enemy desired to weaken the latter. It was not
as if insuperable difficulties existed in entering and
leaving the Canal Zone at that period. Passengers
were embarking and disembarking almost daily with
little hindrance to their movements : travellers were
coming and going in and out of Port Said with equal
liberty. Enemy agents, veiling their identities, could
have gone about their business without fear of detec-
tion for awhile. In the town there must have existed
some human material for these agents to influence :
material which required only guidance and money to
set in motion. But from first to last no attempt was
made to embarrass the Defence from within.1

1 It is singular that neither Germans nor Turks throughout the
War sought seriously to establish in Egypt a service of Intelligence
Agents, or to obtain first-hand news of British dispositions. What
information passed into the hands of the enemy was garbled and
distorted. No doubt in 1914 and 1915, when neutral ships were
regularly makirig the passage of the Canal, reports of the numbers and
positions of the defenders as observed from the deck of a steamer were
transmitted faithfully to Berlin. But during that period there was
one authenticated instance only when an enemy subject, travelling